
page 1 

 

 

  

SSSuuummmmmmeeerrr222000111333    

Congratulations to Hannah & JoshCongratulations to Hannah & JoshCongratulations to Hannah & JoshCongratulations to Hannah & Josh    



page 2 

Inside the magazine this month 

Inside the magazine this month ....................................................... 2 

Cover Picture - Hannah and Josh's Wedding................................ 2 

Minister’s Letter .................................................................................... 3 

Church Family News ........................................................................... 5 

Christian Aid Collection ...................................................................... 5 

Alathea Bible College News ............................................................. 6 

Pack Holiday 2013 ............................................................................... 8 

Church Camp - 12th and 13th July .................................................. 10 

Voluntary Drug Educators ................................................................ 10 

Time to Get your Cameras Out! ..................................................... 11 

Churches in Reading Women’s Centre ........................................ 11 

Churches in Reading Drop In Centre (CIRDIC) ........................... 12 

July Calendar ..................................................................................... 13 

Centenary Christmas Fair ................................................................. 13 

Church Contacts ............................................................................... 14 

Regular Activities at Park ................................................................. 15 

coming soon... ................................................................................... 17 

 

 The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views 
of Park United Reformed Church, so don’t blame the editor. 

 

 

 

Cover Picture - Hannah and Josh's Wedding 

Many thanks to all friends from Park who made the journey to Woking 

URC on the day of Hannah and Josh's wedding, 22nd June.  

It was wonderful to hear the volume of the singing and Mr and Mrs 
Thomas thoroughly enjoyed their special day.   

Thank you too, for the many cards and gifts sent to them from you all.  
They are now enjoying a well deserved honeymoon in Turkey 

Helen Durrant 

 

 



page 3 

Minister’s Letter 

From the blog from the Rev. Robert Weston as he 

travels round Europe on sabbatical visiting key 

reformation sites... 

So after twelve days of reading and reflecting, 
you may be wondering where I have arrived with 
my research on the early Reformers.  

The church historians will have already spotted that although I have 
spoken of Luther, Zwingli and Calvin in the same breath; Luther and 
Zwingli might be seen as first generation reformers – who disagreed on a 
number of theological issues, whereas Calvin is seen as a second 
generation reformer, who built on the work of Luther and Zwingli. 

Over the past few days I have realised that there were significant 
differences between the early Lutheran churches and the Reformed 
churches in the region of Switzerland. Interestingly the Lutheran 
churches remained in Germany rather than spreading to other areas of 
Europe; this is mainly due to Calvin’s training up of church leaders who 
went out to France, the Netherlands, Scotland and parts of Germany. 

Although I was aware that Luther wanted the Bible accessible to all 
people in their own language believing that this would ensure greater 
understanding of God’s message and I was aware that Luther 
understood the sale of indulgences was not Biblical – I hadn’t fully 
grasped the significance of his questioning the authority or infallibility of 
the pope.  

Luther did not just set out a list of complaints to the Pope in his 95 
Theses, he was seeking to reform and renew the whole church. 

I’ve also realised that both Luther and Zwingli were seen by some 
people as not radical enough. The Anabaptists were the ones who felt 
that Zwingli did not go far enough, particularly on the issue of baptism.  
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Both Luther and Zwingli accepted infant baptism as being Biblically 

acceptable, the Anabaptists saw no Biblical endorsement whatsoever 
– and for any Baptists reading this, that’s why infants are dedicated and 
not baptised in Baptist churches in the UK. 

I am grateful to all who have loaned books for my journey, in particular I 
have enjoyed Alistair McGrath’s book entitled ‘Christianity’s Dangerous 

Idea: The Protestant Revolution’. McGrath has taken the opportunity to 
offer considerable comment and critique rather than just presenting 
historical facts and figures. For example, he quotes Calvin’s Institutes 
and the definition of the church as follows: 

‘Wherever we see the Word of God purely preached and listened to, 
and the sacraments administered according to Christ’s institution, it is in 

no way doubted that a church of God exists…’ 

He then goes on to suggest that this understanding of the church 
(which shows an independence from the institutions of the past) is both 
a strength and a weakness of the Protestant Church… 

‘Firstly, it allows Protestantism to deal with rapid social and cultural 
change, which otherwise leaves churches locked into the realities of a 

bygone age… 

Secondly, Protestant congregational variety enables Protestant 
churches to deal with situations in which the denominational leadership 
is seen to be radically out of touch with its membership…’ 

And the weakness is further splits and new churches formed whenever 
there is a difference of interpretation of Scripture. 

Plenty of food for thought... and further reflection to follow after we visit 
Eisleben (the birth place of Martin Luther). 

Yours in Christ, 

Robert 
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Church Family News 

Hannah and Josh Thomas were married at Woking URC on June 22nd; 
many friends from Park were able to attend, with Rev Michael Jackson 
and Liz. Our very best wishes to Hannah and Josh for their future. 

Examination results are beginning to come in. Heather King has gained 
a 2.1 degree from Chichester University; she is going to Exeter University 
to study for a PGCE in the autumn.  

Cloe Stiven has completed her degree at Reading University, with a 2.1 
also.  

We send congratulations and best wishes for the future to Heather and 
Cloe, and pray for all those still awaiting results of examinations. 

We remember with thanks all those who work in our SALT (children’s and 

young people’s) groups, and in particular thank Naomi Mugweru, who 
has recently retired from this work. 

We send our love and sympathy to friends mourning the loss of loved 
ones. Alan Holmes’ mother died on June 4th, and Ray Rees’ brother 
died on June 22nd. We remember both these families. 

We remember those receiving or recovering from treatment; Julia 

Marsh having eye surgery on July 3rd; June Waldron in Mortimer Ward 
of the Royal Berkshire Hospital. We also remember Jane Bennett, Linda 
Adkins and Pat Fuller, and assure all these friends of our prayers. 

Doreen Woods 

Christian Aid Collection  

The final Christian Aid collection for Park URC was £1386.26 - slightly 

more than in 2012.  

Many thanks again to everyone involved in collecting and organising 
this collection. 

Gaye, Sally, Doreen & Julia 
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Alathea Bible College News 

There are 5 students (4 residents) now in their second year of the 
Bachelor of Theology degree program.  This degree course is an online 
program with South African Theological Seminary based in 
Johannesburg but actually with satellite groups worldwide. The 
seminary has generously given the Bible College a reduced fee base 
for the students.   

The students in their second year 
are: Rev Sylvance  Okumu from 
Kenya.  He has a wife and three 
children and has left them in Kenya 
to be in Siyabuswa and is taking 

care of many administrative and 
pastoral needs in Neil’s 
absence. Please pray for his wife 
and children during this time.  
Sylvance was able to return to Kenya  
last Christmas and it is hoped he will 

be able to this again this year.   

Nelson Muneka is 23 years (we celebrated his birthday while we were 
there) is from Zimbabwe and he has been with us since the Bible 
College opened.  He feels a calling to childrens’ ministry.   

Brian Marange, also from Zimbabwe, also has been with the College 
since it commenced. He is twenty nine years old.  He was able to do a 

four month internship at Redeemer Church in Modesto, California last 
year.   

Brian is feeling a calling to lead Alathea Bible College when he has 
qualified.  It is his desire after he has finished his BTh with SATS to do a 
Masters in USA and then to return to take up the Principal of the 
College.  Seeing him teaching the first year degree students and 

listening to his speaking leaves us in no doubt he is well suited for this 
task.   

Our last resident student and only lady 2nd year degree student is 
Khoshiwe Chakombera and she is also from Zimbabwe.  
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She is remarkably gifted in so many ways, in teaching, speaking, in 

personal work and desires to work with women particularly in 
counselling.   

Lastly, there is Abraham Slater, a local man, married to Ruth.  His desire 
is to pastor a church.  We heard him preach while we were there and 
were blessed by his giftedness. 

Two new non-resident students have started their studies for the first 
year degree program.  Benny Ntene is married to Leah who is 
Hendrick’s and Evelyn’s adopted daughter and is key to the future work 
of Hope for Africa Mission in Siyabuswa.  At present he leads the 
services at Hope Church and  also looks after the boy boarders at 
Grace School.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abigail Mapadimeng is the other first year student. She is a retired nurse 
and is in church leadership.  

 We had four Ethiopians enrolled at the beginning of the year but their 
English was not good enough yet to continue.  However, they will 
attend the weekly Tuesday and Thursday classes that Brian and 

Sylvance teach and then hopefully be able to start the degree 
program in July this year.       

Khoshiwe is now teaching the Nehemiah Bible Institute Church 
Leadership course each Thursday evening and has twelve students.   

We were blessed by the students’ dedication, self- discipline in their 

studies and in the taking initiative in the needs and future of the 
college. 
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Pack Holiday 2013 

This year the Brownies spent a week at Heron’s Wey in Farnham on an 
adventure up the Magic Faraway tree. On our adventure we visited 
many different lands including the lands of adventure, dreams, topsy 
turvy, nursery rhymes, treats and celebrations. 

The land of topsy turvy produced many surprises with our back to front 
menu for the day. We began the day with jelly and ice cream, followed 

by crumpets, then for lunch we had apple crumble, followed by a roast 
dinner and finally our day ended with cereal and toast! The Brownies 
seemed to like it! 

The Brownies did various crafts during their journey, including owl money 
boxes, sand art stars, owl cushions, cupcake photo holders and 

wooden spoon puppets. As well as making these lovely crafts the girls 
were also lucky enough to do some other exciting and adventurous 
activities outdoors.   

Luckily the rain didn’t put us off! 
Many of them had never 
kayaked before, but off we all 

went ‘sailing in a pea green 
boat.’ With Dame Washalot’s 
wading skills they all had a go 
and really enjoyed it.  

You never know you may see a 
couple of them in the future 

Olympics!  

The land of adventures brought 
many exciting activities such as ‘Go Wild’ – a high ropes course with a 
zip wire amongst the trees – and pedal karts.  

The girls sat and had a picnic before doing a series of tasks in the woods 
like making a fairy house, making a sound story and finding their own 

magic faraway tree.  
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The land of treats and celebrations was fun and tasty all round.  There 

was a morning full of making cakes, sweets and craft, and an afternoon 
of grass sledging and making gods eyes. The day and week was 
topped off with a fun and energetic party.  

The 

Brownies all dressed up as nursery rhyme characters and paraded 
around the room. We sat down to a party tea of pizza, crisps, chicken 
nuggets, cakes and popcakes! We were all very full!   

The party continued with games such as pass the parcel, musical 

statues, musical bumps and musical 
chairs, and lots of dancing and singing! 
We ended the party toasting 
marshmallows outside around the fire, 
singing a few songs before settling down 

to bed.  

The final day brought the land of 
goodbyes. The Brownies had a very 
busy, exciting week away and I’m sure 
they all slept well after such a thrilling 
adventure up the Magic Faraway Tree! 
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Church Camp - 12th and 13th July  

Coming very soon! 

This year we have a new location - 
Oakley Farm, Wash Water, Newbury. 

This, as some may remember, is where we camped a couple of years 
ago, and in spite of that, we are still welcomed back there again.  

No kites this year of either variety as the 11kV power lines are 

conductive, not conducive, to flying kites, but there is a tennis court, so 
it’s ‘anyone for tennis’? 

The dates have now been confirmed as the 12th and 13th July, so sign 
up on the notice board so that we can confirm the number of tent 
pitches required. 

Rod King 

 

Voluntary Drug Educators 

Do you believe that prevention is better than cure? Or at least equally 
important? 

It’s time to take action to prevent binge drinking and other drug-related 
problems in Berkshire!   

Hope UK, a national Christian drug prevention charity, in partnership 
with Arcade, a Berkshire-based charity, is setting up a team of 10 (or 
more) voluntary drug educators from churches across the county.   

Could you be one of them?  

The free and accredited training programme will start during 2013. If 

you think this might be for you, please contact me on 020 7928 0848 or 
l.liyanage@hopeuk.org 

Lovisa Liyanage 
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Time to Get your Cameras Out!                     

We would like to tell you of two events 
coming over the next 12/18 months for 
which we invite your help and talents. 

Church Calendar 2015 – yes, that’s right. 

We would like to produce a calendar showing our vibrant church over 
a twelve month period.  So, please take photos of our church life in an 
inventive, imaginative way from now until the end of July 2014.   

We will then display them in September 2014, and a vote will be taken 
for the 12 most popular photographs to be included.  The calendars will 
then be on sale later in the autumn.   

Harvest Show of Talents 2014 

Another chance for you to take photographs!  We are planning to hold 
a show next autumn when there will be a number of categories 
covering handicrafts, cookery and photography.   

Within the photography category there will be sections for children and 

adults entitled  ‘family life’, ‘the wonders of nature’, ‘town and country 
views’ and  ‘holy places’.   

The photographs must have been taken from this summer onwards, and 
we hope that many of our church family will remember these 
categories whilst out clicking during the coming months!   

Churches in Reading Women’s Centre 

The Centre, which meets on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 
Wesley Methodist Church Hall, has recently received the Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary Service.  

We congratulate all the staff and volunteers at the Centre. Four 
volunteers were invited to attend a Buckingham Palace Garden Party 
in recognition of the Award. 
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Churches in Reading Drop In Centre (CIRDIC) 

As you are aware many of the churches in CTEER (Churches Together in 
Earley and East Reading) support Cirdic or Faith by donating 
food/or/and clothing to support the homeless. We are lucky in that 
Brian Wooldridge is the Park URC person who takes anything donated in 
the boxes down to Cirdic in  Berkeley Avenue. 

Cirdic as well as offering clean 

clothes and a chance to have 
a shower, offer a hot meal for 
several days of the week.  

Brian and I have noticed that 
we are now seldom 

receiving any tins/packets which 
they need to prepare the 
meals. They cannot 
accept any fresh produce.  

If when shopping you are able to buy an extra tin of vegetables or 
meat products these would be extremely useful. They have plenty of 

tea bags! 

On top of the small tables by the entrance and exit of the church there 
is a list of items which they are always looking for.  

At harvest we often donate food but with more and more people 
needing their support and turning up requesting help, this food cannot 
last all year. 

Could you possibly really think about this and about our witness in the 
community remembering the words from the Bible namely James 2 v14-
17 

"What good is it my brothers if a man claims to have faith it has no 

deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without 

clothes and daily food. if one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; 

keep warm and well fed" but does nothing about his physical needs, 

what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied 

by action, is dead".   

Gaye Rees   
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July Calendar  

Wed 3rd 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Thur 4th 7.30 pm Churches Together in Reading AGM 

At Grange URC 

Sun 7th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion led by 
one of the Monday House Groups 

  4.00 pm Songs of Praise at Sutton Court 

   No evening services in July or August 

Tues 9th 2.15 pm Friendship Club. Closing meeting for the year 

and presentation of charity cheque 

Wed 10th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

Fri-Sat 12th-13th Park URC Weekend Camp, Newbury 

Sun 14th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship led by Colin Ferguson 

  12 noon Church Meeting 

Wed 17th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Fri-Sun 19th – 21st  Wessex FURY weekend camp 

Sun 21st 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship led by Madeline Diver 

Wed 24th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Sun 28th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship. Leader tba 

Wed  Morning Prayers resume on September 4th 

 

Centenary Christmas Fair 

Christmas may seem a long way away, but we are already starting to 

plan the Centenary Christmas Fair.  

Have a look at the sign up sheets on the notice boards and think how 
and where your talents can be used to make the Centenary Christmas 
Fair this year something very special. 
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark    
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    phone:  
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website has details of the many activities of the Church, 
and of the charities that we support, it also has links to many more 
websites. 
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 

  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 

 1.00 pm Church of Zimbabwe International 
 3.00 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 

  4.00 pm Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month) 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 

 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 

Monday 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 10.00 am Monkey Music 

 1.45 pm Mayfield Singers 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 

 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.00 pm Bujinkan Martial Arts 

Tuesday 10:00 am  Park 60+ Exercise  
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 

 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 

 4.30 pm Indian Dance Classes 
 5:00 pm  Street Feet Dance 

 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Shaolin Fists Martial Arts 

 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 

Wednesday 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 

 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 

 5.30 pm Beavers 
 5.30 pm First Class Learning 

 7.00 pm Scouts 

 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 

Thursday 11.00 am Zumba Gold (Age UK) 

 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 

 2.00 pm Active Ageing 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 

 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 

  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.15 pm Senior Guides 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Friday 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group 

 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 7:00 pm Footloose Line Dancing Group  

 7.30 pm FIZZANG(Youth Club) 
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coming soon... 


